CHAPTER XI.

SNIPES.

INDIA can fairly be called rich in the aristocratic section
of the family Charadriidte, for no less than six species
of snipes visit or reside with us, without counting the
c c Painter '' which is not a true Snipe at all but rather a
pretentious Snippet, and will be dealt with in the next
chapter.

To distinguish a Snipe from a Plover is easy enough, as a
Snipe has a very long bill, and a Plover a short dove-like
one ; but the distinction between Snipes and Snippets is
less readily made out.

All Snipes, however, have a very long bill, at least half as
long again as the shank from hock to toes, and generally
much more. Moreover they have the three front toes per-
fectly unconnected by any web, whereas in the few Sand-
pipers which have bills as long proportionately as a Snipe's
there is always a slight web to be seen at the base of the
toes ; while those Sandpipers which have three toes have
not so long a bill proportionately to the leg.

A Snipe is also remarkable for having very large eyes
set very far back, over the orifice of the ear in fact; and,
finally, the plumage of all Snipes is very characteristic, the
back and crown being always largely black, whereas the
prevailing colour of Sandpipers is always grey, drab, or
brown.

Most Snipes also have a pale streak down the crown and
down each side of the back, which is very noticeable.